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ARCHEOLOGICAL   RESEARCHES   IN  THE 
UPPER  BARABOO  VALLEY 


H.   E.    COLE  AND  A.    S.   FLINT 


This  survey,  undertaken  by  the  authors  in  July,  1912,  ex- 
tends  from    AYouewoc    to   the   upper    waters   of    the    Baraboo 
river     and     over    the     watershed    to     Sparta.       The    stream, 
(and    valley    in    which    the    river    flows)     was    followed    on 
and  on  until  it  grew  smaller  and  smaller  and  divided  again  and 
again  and  was  at  last  lost  in  the  highest  liills.    The  whole  region 
lies  within  the  driftless  area  of  the  state.     Here  aeons  ago  the 
sand  was  brought  down  from  the  highest  elevations  and  de- 
posited in  the  ancient  sea.     This  formation  is  known  as  the 
Potsdam  sandstone  and  its  bold  outcroppings  were  observed 
almost   everywhere.     In  a   more   recent   age   there  w^as  built 
upon  the  sandstone  great  beds  of  Lower  Magnesian  limestone. 
This    limestone    has   been    nearly    all    eroded    away    by    those 
forces  which  are  everywhere  trying  to  bring  the  hill-top  to  the 
level  of  the  plain.     Fringing  the  Baraboo  valley  on  the  south, 
portions  of  the  limestone  beds  remain,  but  where  the  river  and 
its  tributaries  have  been  at  work  the  longest,  naught  remains 
but  hard  fragments  known  as  flint  or  chert.     These  time-resist- 
ing fragments  form  tlie  beds  of  the  streams  and  repose  along 
the  hillsides.     These  hard  pieces  furnished  the   material  for 
the  ancient  arrow-maker  to  ply  his  skill.     Here  and  there  on 
camp  and  village  sites  thin  flakes  were  found,  cast  aside  when 
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he  made  his  knife  or  spearpoiiit.  Being  driftless,  the  region 
is  devoid  of  hard  boulders  like  those  found  along  the  lower 
course  of  the  Baraboo.  Material  for  the  manufacture  of  pipes, 
hammers,  axes,  celts  and  other  articles  is  not  found  in  the  re- 
gion and  it  is  but  rarely  that  a  specimen  is  picked  up  in  the 
territory  covered  by  this  survey.  Occasionally  one  is  found 
which  must  have  been  brought  into  the  country  by  some  of 
the  primitive  people  when  wandering  from  their  accustomed 
haunts.  Earthworks,  too,  are  rare  in  the  region.  But  one 
effigy  and  but  a  few  groups  of  conical  mounds  were  located. 
None  of  the  linear  type  were  noted.  Evidently  the  region 
was  not  a  favorite  one  with  the  mound-building  Indians,  at 
least  the  archeological  evidence  leads  one  to  this  conclusion. 

Previous  to  setting  out  on  our  expedition  letters  were  writ- 
ten to  friends  in  the  several  towns  in  the  valley  to  ascertain 
to  what  extent  their  knowledge  of  local  antiquities  would  jus- 
tify our  making  a  search  for  evidences  of  early  Indian  resi- 
dence in  their  respective  localities.  The  information  obtained 
was  such  that  after  joining  our  forces  at  Baraboo  we  con- 
cluded to  proceed  at  once  to  AYonewoc.  in  Juneau  County, 
where  our  first  work  was  undertaken.  In  addition  to  those 
mentioned  in  the  descriptive  text  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  H.  B. 
Miller  and  Mr.  Elmer  Menus  of  Norwalk  and  to  IMr.  Robert 
White  of  Wonewoc  for  information  and  assistance. 

The  artefacts  of  this  region  do  not  dift'er  in  general  char- 
acter from  those  of  the  surrounding  counties.  The  best  col- 
lection is  that  of  ]Mr.  J.  J.  :\Ieleher  of  Sparta.  Included  in  his 
collection  are  chert  and  quartzite  arrow  and  spearpoints.  knives 
and  scrapers,  grooved  stone  axes,  celts  and  pipes  and  two  copper 
implements.  Most  of  these,  however,  were  collected  near  Cat- 
aract, in  IMonroe  County,  north  of  the  region  covered  by  our 
survey. 


Archeoloffical  Researches  in  the  T'liper  liaralieo  Valley.  43 

t 

JUNEAU  COUNTY 
WoNEwoc  Township 

WONEWOC    CAMP    SITE 

Indications  of  an  Indian  camp  site  formerly  existed  on  the 
site  of  the  Catholic  chnrch  on  Center  street,  and  in  the  vacant 
lots  in  its  rear.  According  to  ]\Irs.  Isaac  Huff  a  large  number 
of  chert  arrowpoints  have  been  plowed  up  at  this  place  in  years 
past.  Mr.  Louis  Hepp  is  the  owner  of  a  number  of  flint  im- 
plements collected  in  this  vicinity. 

HENRY    CAMP   SITE 

On  the  John  Henry  farm  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  Sec- 
tion 26  is  another  camp  site.  This  is  located  in  a  cultivated  field 
sloping  gently  from  the  house  and  Wonewoc  road  to  a  creek 
tributary  to  the  Baraboo  river  which  flows  through  the  farm. 
Chert  implements  and  a  grooved  stone  hammer  have  been  re- 
covered from  these  fields  by  Mr.  Lloyd  A.  Henry.  The  latter 
is  of  medium  size  and  ordinary  form.  It  is  grooved  on  three 
sides,  smooth  but  not  polished  and  has  a  blunt  edge.  It  is 
about  414  inches  in  length.  A  short  distance  northwest  of  the 
farm  house,  where  the  creek  is  crossed  by  the  road,  is  a  rem- 
nant of  a  beaver  dam.  On  the  east  side  of  the  road  is  a  line 
of  picturesque  rocky  bluffs. 

FISK    CAMP    SITE 

Another  camp  site  was  located  on  the  Theodore  Fisk  farm, 
on  the  Wonewoc  road,  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  22, 
A  small  creek  here  flows  into  a  bend  of  the  Baraboo.  Mr.  Rob- 
ert White,  the  present  tenant  of  the  farm,  has  collected  many 
flint  implements  from  the  cultivated  fields.  He  stated  that  the 
Indians  (Winnebago)  last  camped  at  this  place  about  fifteen 
years  ago.  The  old  men  then  informed  him  that  they  had" 
often  camped  here.     Three  low  supposed  Indian  mounds  on  the 
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edge  of  the  marsh  on  this  farm,  appear  to  be  of  natural  origin. 
This  is  a  verj"  attractive  spot,  a  line  of  wooded  rocky  cliffs  tow- 
ering above  the  country  road  leading  to  Wouewoc  and  con- 
fronted by  a  ver}"  striking  "island"  known  locally  as  "Lone 
Rock."  On  the  other  side  of  the  stream  is  a  prominent  crag 
called  "Castle  Rock." 

Summ'it  Township 
w^igwam  site 

A  few  scattered  chert  chips  and  fragments  were  found  on 
a  sloping  piece  of  land  lying  between  the  road  and  the  bank 
of  a  small  creek  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  southeast 
quarter  of  Section  20. 

This  site  does  not  appear  to  be  one  that  would  naturally  be 
selected  by  aboriginal  man  for  a  i^ermanent  a1)ode. 

GRANT  EFFIGY  AND   CAMP   SITE 
(Figure  1) 

Not  much  over  a  mile  to  the  west  of  Union  Center  was  once 
located  the  only  effigy  noted  in  this  survey.  A  fragment  re- 
mains under  a  fence  which  separates  land  owned  by  J.  N.  Grant 
and  P.  Lescoe  in  Section  8,  Town  of  Wonewoc.  The  location 
is  on  the  summit  of  a  low  hill  a  little  less  than  half  a  mile  from 
the  north  boundary  of  the  town  and  just  one-fourth  of  a  mile 
west  of  the  east  boundary.  The  site  is  to  the  right  of  the  main 
road  from  Union  Center  to  Elroy  and  between  the  residences  of 
Mr.  Grant  and  Mr.  Lescoe.  A  small  stream  flows  east  of  the 
mound  which  has  its  origin  in  a  spring  near  the  town  line  and 
unites  with  the  Baraboo  not  far  away.  Just  across  the  river  to 
the  east  is  Kimball  Bluff,  one  of  those  bold  Potsdam  remains 
frequently  found  in  this  region. 

W.  R.  Grant  of  Elroy,  who  resided  on  the  farm  when  a  boy, 
says  the  animal  was  fully  50  feet  long.  Its  head  was  where  the 
fence   is   now   located    and   the    feet   on   the    Grant    property. 
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The  diagram  accouipauviug  this  report  was  drawn  from  a  de- 
scription given  by  Mr.  Grant.  He  well  remembers  the  mound 
and  says  it  was  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  the  whole  region. 
To  the  south  of  the  mound  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  not 
far  from  the  Grant  homestead  is  a  piece  of  land  which  slopes 
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to  the  east.  This  was  probably  a  camp  site  for  there  have 
been  found  here  a  large  number  of  chert  arrowpoints  and 
other  Indian  artifacts.  The  relics  have  been  scattered  and  the 
long  cultivation  of  the  land  has  obliterated  every  trace  of  In- 
dian occupancy.  Across  the  river  and  to  the  east  of  the  village 
site  an  old  Indian  trail  was  found  by  the  first  settlers.  The 
trail  led  around  the  base  of  Kim])all  Bluff. 
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Hillsborough  Township 
millard  prairie  mounds. 

(Plates  1  aud  2) 

Thirteen  conical  mounds  were  located  on  Millard  Prairie 
several  miles'  southwest  of  Elroy,  in  Hillsborough  township,  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  Vernon  County.  AVe  were  aided 
in  the  survey  of  this  group  by  Mayor  A.  A.  Telfer  and 
Mr.  P.  F.  Rossman  of  Elroy.  The  excursion  through  the  fer- 
tile valleys  and  over  the  rugged  hills  was  made  without  inci- 
dent, disclosing  a  country  rich  in  resources.  None  of  the 
mounds  in  the  group  remained  as  their  builders  had  left  them. 
The  plowshare  and  spade  had  done  their  work  and  from  what 
could  be  gleaned  from  the  residents  in  the  vicinity,  nothing  of 
value  had  been  obtained.  Some  in  the  wooded  land  are  in  a 
fair  state  of  preservation  while  of  others  in  fields  long  cultivated 
scarcely  a  trace  remains. 

Mound  No.  1  is  about  25  or  30  rods  east  of  the  highway.  The 
fence  between  the  two  properties  had  been  removed  and  the 
mound  almost  leveled  by  plowing.  It  was  about  30  feet  in 
diameter  and  not  over  a  foot  high 

Mound  No.  2  measured  about  27  feet  east  and  Avest  and  about 
30  feet  north  and  south.  It  is  located  just  at  the  edge  of  a 
wood  lot  and  is  overgrown  with  briers  and  other  vegetation. 
Upon  the  mound  is  an  oak  stump  about  12  inches  in  dia- 
meter. The  mound  had  probably  been  four  feet  high  but  in 
digging  this  height  had  been  reduced. 

Mound  No.  3  was  farther  back  in  the  woods  and  had  an  iron- 
wood,  a  cherry  and  two  oak  trees  of  small  diameter  growing 
upon  it.  It  measured  30  feet  east  and  west  and  27- feet  north 
and  south.  Its  original  height  had  probably  been  about  four  feet. 
Mound  No.  4  measured  about  30  feet  in  diameter,  was  but  a  few 
feet  from  No.  3,  had  been  about  four  feet  high  but  was  less  than 
three  feet  in  elevation  when  visited.  Two  black  oak  trees  and 
a  cherry  tree  were  growing  upon  it.  This  mound,  too,  at  some 
time  had  been  ravaged  by  the  relic  hunter. 


MILLARD  PRAIRIE  MOIXDS 
Plate  1 
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Mound  No.  5  is  about  33  feet  from  No.  4  and  was  of  about 
the  same  height  as  the  others  in  the  wood. 

Mounds  No.  6  and  7  are  in  a  cultivated  field  and  fast  being 
obliterated. 

Mounds  No.  8  and  9  are  some  distance  to  the  west,  across  a 
stream  and  ravine.     Only  a  trace  of  them  remain. 

Mounds  No.  10  and  11,  located  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  are  about 
five  rods  apart  and  some  30  rods  west  of  the  highway.  They 
have  been  long  under  cultivation.  The  larger  of  the  two,  No. 
11,  measured  about  59  by  81  feet. 

Mound  No.  12  is  located  on  an  eminence  above  a  small 
stream.  The  ascent  from  the  brook  is  very  abrupt  and  not 
far  from  100  feet.  From  the  mound  a  fine  view  of  all  the  coun- 
try about  is  obtained.  The  mound  measures  37  by  36  feet.  It 
is  about  3I/2  feet  high  and  has  been  explored. 

The  last  mound  in  the  group,  No.  13,  is  almost  on  the  line  be- 
tween  Sections  1  and  2  and  almost  half  a  mile  north  of  the 
southern  corner  post.  It  is  on  land  owned  by  William  Oldfield 
and  measures  42  by  35  feet.  Two  oak  trees  stand  on  the  mound. 
The  mound  is  about  three  feet  high. 

The  section  is  of  irregular  shape  and  as  seen  by  the  accompany- 
ing map,  the  mounds  are  scattered  almost  over  the  entire  square 
mile  or  more  of  surface.  It  is  known  as  IMillards  Prairie,  being 
named  from  an  early  resident.  Trees  have  been  planted  and 
only  slight  evidences  of  the  former  prairie  character  of  the  land 
are  now  evident.  It  is  one  of  those  places  which  was  burned 
over  by  the  Indians  year  after  year  to  obtain  grazing  land. 
The  country  is  rough  and  is  well  watered  by  a  number  of 
streams. 

ELROY   MOUNDS. 

W.  C.  Searles  of  Elroy  states  that  there  w^ere  mounds  not  far 
from  a  branch  of  the  Baraboo  River  when  the  country  was  first 
settled.  He  believes  they  were  oblong  and  that  there  were  two 
or  three.  He  recalls  plowing  over  them.  Nothing  of  any  value 
was  ever  obtained  from  these  earthworks. 
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MONROE  COUNTY 

Clifton  Township 

saxe  cornfield 

At  Wiltou  we  interviewed  Mr.  Charles  Todd,  president  of 
the  State  Bank,  for  thirty-nine  years  a  resident  of  this  locality, 
and  familiar  with  the  surrounding  country.  From  him  we 
learned  of  the  former  existence  of  an  Indian  cornfield  on  the 
J.  G.  Saxe  farm,  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  31,  about 
ten  miles  northeast  of  AYilton.  This  was  located  on  the  southern 
part  of  the  farm,  on  the  west  bank  of  a  creek  which  flows 
through  it.  This  field  covered  an  area  of  about  thirty  by  ten 
rods.  Cornstalks  were  still  to  be  seen  on  this  field  in  1872.  A 
stone  hatchet  was  found  on  this  land  by  Mr.  John  Beerher. 

Mr.  Todd  had  never  heard  of  the  location  of  any  Indian 
mounds  at  or  near  "Wilton. 

CLIFTON     CORNFIELD 

The  railroad  passes  through  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town 
of  Clifton,  in  Monroe  county.  ]\Ir.  Todd  says  that  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  when  the  road  was  built 
and  resided  for  a  time  almost  a  quarter  of  a  mile  due  east  of  a 
point  where  the  railroad  leaves  the  tOAvn.  Here  was  located  an 
Indian  cornfield  all  traces  of  which  are  now  gone. 

He  stated  that  Banquette,  long  a  resident  of  Fortage,  had  a 
trading  post  in  the  S.  E.  14  of  the  S.  W.  V^  of  Section  20,  in 
the  town  of  Plymouth.  A  trail  came  from  the  south  to  the  post 
and  extended  north  and  northeast.  The  writers  have  failed  to 
find  a  record,  however,  that  the  trader  ever  lived  in  this  section 
of  Wisconsin. 

SUGAR  CAMP. 

We  were  informed  that  an  Indian  maple  sugar  camp  was 
formerly  located  near  Wellington,  in  the  Kinney  Valley,  near 
the  junction  of  ^Morris  Creek  with  the  Kickapoo  River.  This 
place  is  four  or  five  miles  south  of  AVilton. 
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Angelo  Towxship 


MOUND   PRAIRIE,   WEST   GROUP. 
(Plate  3  and  Fig.  2) 

At  ]\Iouiid  Prairie,  ten  miles  northwest  of  Xorwalk  and  six 
miles  east  of  Sparta,  near  Sias  Corner,  is  a  group  of  conical 
mounds.  These  are  located  on  the  farm  of  ]Mrs.  Hannah  Smith, 
in   the    southeast    quarter    of    Section    23.       They    are    in    an 


open  sandy  field,  are  overgroAvn  with  grass  and  weeds  and  are 
nearly  all  well  preserved.  A  plat  of  this  group  is  given  in 
Plate  3.  Of  the  fifteen  mounds  in  this  group  three  have  been 
cut  in  two  in  the  grading  of  the  highway.     One  other,  we  were 
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informed,  was  obliterated  iu  constructing  the  road.  One  mound, 
designated  as  "A"  in  the  plate,  is  the  highest  and  largest  in 
the  group  being  53  feet  in  diameter  and  5  feet  high. 
■    The  diameters  of  the  remaining  mounds  are  as  follows: — 
B— 48  feet  1—45  feet 

C— 18      "  J— 42   " 

D— 45     "  K— 65x30  feet 

E— 44     "  L— 46  feet 

G— 48     "  M— 38    " 

H— 46     " 
The  shape  of  the  irregular  mound   (K)   is  probably  due  to 
the  blending  in  the  course  of  successive  plowiugs  of  two  con- 
ical mounds  originally  separated  from  each  other  by  a  dis- 
tance of  a  few  feet. 

]\Iound  A  and  a  few  of  its  associates  in  this  group  deserve 
to  be  permanently  preserved.  Being  close  to  the  highway 
they  present  an  impressive  appearance.  They  are  probably 
the  finest  earthworks  in  this  section  of  the  state.  Mr.  John 
Jones  informed  us  that  about  fifty  years  ago  ]Mound  A  was 
ten  feet  high,  or  twice  its  present  elevation.  All  of  the  other 
mounds  were  formerly  much  higher  than  at  present. 

A  small  stream,  Smith  Creek,  crosses  the  northeast  corner  of 
this  quarter  section.  Along  its  course  are  a  considerable  ex- 
tent of  sand  flats.  An  examination  of  these  revealed  numbers 
of  chert  chips  and  fragments  and  the  burned  and  cracked 
stones  of  former  Indian  hearths. 

Mr.  E.  McGary  very  kindly  acted  as  our  guide  to  this  group. 

Adrian  Township 
mound  prairie,  east  group. 

(Figure  3) 

This  group  is  located  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  John  H.  Roberts 
(SW.  1/4  Sec.  19).  Smith  Creek  passes  a  short  distance  east 
of  the  group.  It  consists  of  eight  conical  mounds  all  being 
situated  close  to  and  on  both  sides  of  the  highway.    Four  ex- 
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tend  in  an  east  and  west  line  between  the  roadway  and  the 
farm  fence.  One  is  located  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road. 
Earth  has  ])een  removed  from  the  tops  of  four  of  these  mounds 
to  obtain  material  for  grading  a  cemetery  situated  about 
one-quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  the  Roberts  place;  hence  these 
are  now  only  of  slight  elevation.  Fragments  of  human  bones 
were  found  on  several  of  these.     Procuring  a  spade  from  the 


farmhouse  we  examined  the  conical  mound  farthest  from  the 
house  but  found  nothing.  An  examination  of  the  mound  near- 
est the  house  revealed  a  confused  mass  of  human  bones. 

Two  other  conical  mounds  are  located  a  short  distance 
away,  on  the  east  side  of  a  highway  which  here  connects  with 
that  already  mentioned. 

Mr.  John  Jones,  who  conducted  us  to  these  mounds,  in- 
formed us  that  in  digging  the  basement  of  a  farmhouse  near 
this  group  human  bones  were  disinterred. 
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SPAETA  VILLAGE  SITES. 

Just  south  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railway  station 
at  Sparta  lies  a  treeless  tract  with  a  sandy  soil.  There  is  a 
square  mile  or  more  of  what  was  once  a  village  site.  Flint 
chips  were  picked  up  in  a  number  of  places  and  where  the 
wind  was  shifting  the  sand,  pieces  of  rock  were  disclosed  which 
evidently  had  been  heated.  These  fragments  were  probably 
from  the  hearths.  According  to  reports,  but  few  artifacts  had 
been  found  here. 

The  camp  and  village  sites  along  the  La  Crosse  River  at 
Sparta  have  been  described  by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Brown  in  the  "Wis- 
consin Archeologist  (Vol.  11,  No.  3). 


Note.     The  dimensions  of  the  mounds  in  Mound  Prairie,  West  Group, 
were  procured  by  Mr.  R.  N.  Hill,  of  Sparta. 
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THE  OCCURREXCE  OF  MARINE  SHELLS  OX 
IXDIAN  SITES  IN  WISCONSIN 


CHARLES  E.   BROWN. 


The  intention  of  this  paper  is  to  register  for  the  information 
pf  students  of  Wisconsin  archaeological  history  the  evidence 
now  available  on  the  snhject  of  the  recovery  of  marine  shells 
from  Indian  village  sites,  in  burial  places,  mounds  and 
caches  in  this  state.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of  the  large  sea 
shells  at  present  preserved  in  public  and  private  collections  in 
"Wisconsin  the  greater  number  as  well  as  some  of  the  most 
interesting  specimens  have  come  from  Indian  sites  along  tlie 
eastern  shore  of  Lake  Winnebago,  in  Fond  du  Lac  County. 
Portage,  Waupaca,  Winnebago,  Brown,  Sheboygan,  Milwau- 
kee, Jefferson  and  Rock  and  other  counties  have  also  produced 
specimens.  In  some  localities  in  these  counties  these  shells  have 
been  found  secreted  in  the  soil  in  caches  of  from  three  to 
five  specimens.  The  condition  of  the  some  of  the  shells  so 
hoarded  appears  to  indicate  that  they  have  been  thus  buried 
for  a  long  period  of  years.  Of  the  shells  which  have  been 
identified  nearly  all  are  specimens  of  the  large  conch  known  to 
<^onehologists  as  Fulgur  (Busycon)  preversus.  This  species  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  favorite  one  among  the  Indian  tribes  for- 
merely  inhabiting  the  states  east  of  the  ]\Iississippi  and  was 
"most  extensively  used  in  aboriginal  commerce  and  .  .  . 
Avas  transported  for  great  distances,  being  found  in  such  widely 
separated  localities  as  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Ontario,  ^Michigan,  Ill- 
inois and  Iowa. ' '  Of  the  habitat  of  this  species  Dr.  W.  II.  Holmes 
says:   "It  is  obtained  along  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  from: 
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Massachusetts  to  ^lexico,  and  within  the  United  States  is  ar- 
tificially distributed  over  the  greater  part  of  the  Atlantic 
slope.  "^  Other  large  conch  shells  of  the  genera  Strombus,  Cas- 
sis, Pyrula,  etc.,  and  numerous  marine  univalves  of  smaller  size 
were  also  distributed  in  the  continual  interchange  of  products 
betw^een  Indian  tribes.  Shell,  obtained  from  both  salt  and 
fresh  water  sources,  is  known  to  have  been  a  favorite  material 
with  the  Indians  in  all  parts  of  America  for  the  manufacture 
of  implements  and  ornaments. 

"Shell  was  also  a  favorite  material  on  account  of  being  a 
product  of  the  sea.  Primitive  man  everywhere  regarded  the 
sea  as  a  magnificent  display  of  power  of  the  chief  diety,  and 
so  it  was  also  quite  natural  for  them  to  regard  the  shells  rolled 
up  from  its  depths  as  being  a  part  of  the  mysterious  power  of 
this  deity.  The  peculiar  roaring  sound  made  by  sea  shells 
w^hen  held  to  the  ear  was  likewise  a  great  mystery  to  them, 
and  increased  the  reverence  with  which  shells  were  regarded 
by  most  inland  tribes.  "- 

Marine  shells  may  have  reached  Wisconsin  tribes  both 
through  barter  with  neighboring  or  distant  tribes,  and  through 
purchase  from  white  traders.  Radisson  mentions  that  the 
Huron  and  Ottawa  (1659)  came  to  Lake  Winnebago  to  obtain 
"light  earthen  pots,  girdles  made  of  goat's  hairs,  and  small 
shells  that  grow  by  the  sea  side,  ^y^^  w*^  they  trim  their  cloth 
made  of  skin. '  '^ 

"Cameron  says  that  the  Chippewa  informed  him  that  they 
formerly  carried  copper  to  the  south  and  east  to  exchange  for 
such  small  articles  as  other  Indians  had  in  those  directions  for 
barter,  going  sometimes  as  far  as  the  coast  of  Virginia. ' '  * 
Parties  of  Winnebago  are  said  to  have  traveled  as  far  south 
as  Texas  and  New^  Mexico. 

J.  G.  Kohl  speaking  of  the  Chippewa  of  Lake  Superior  calls 
attention  to  the  trade  in  sea  shells  conducted  by  white  traders. 
"If  the  traders  brought  a  large  handsome  periwinkle  and  held 
it  to  the  Indians  ears,  the  latter  w^ere  astonished,  and  said 
they  could  hear  the  sea  beating  in  it,  and  would  pay  for  such 
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a  miraculous  shell,  peltry  to  the  value  of  forty  or  fifty  dollars. 
There  were  varieties  of  shells  which  were  held  in  special  re- 
pute, thus  there  was  a  long  shell  the  size  of  a  finger,  which  in 
the  Indian  trade  was  worth  its  weight  in  silver."^ 

Rau  says  that  "more  than  a  hundred  years  ago,  it  was  no- 
ticed by  Carver  that  sea  shells  were  much  worn  by  the  Indians 
■of  the  interior  parts — he  refers  chiefly  to  the  Dakota  of  the 
Upper  Mississippi — and  reckoned  very  ornamental. ' '  ^ 

Dr.  David  Boyle  remarks  that :  ' '  Ancient  commerce  with  the 
south  for  large  shells  would  seem  to  have  exceeded  that  with 
the  northwest  for  catlinite  and  copper,  if  we  judge  from  what 
is  exhumed,  and  notwithstanding  the  immense  value  that  a 
large  southern  shell  must  have  possessed  by  the  time  it  reached 
this  country,  we  occasionally  find  one  or  more  of  them  in 
graves,  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Georgian  Bay."^ 

Wampum,  of  which  the  Wisconsin  Indians  made  great 
use  especially  during  the  French  regime,  was  largely  obtained 
through  trade  with  the  whites.  Some  very  probably  came  to 
them  through  tribes  who  were  near  the  source  of  supply.  This 
was  manufactured  from  the  valves  of  the  clam  known  as  the 
quahog  (Venus  mercenaria) ,  whose  habitat  is  along  the  New 
England  and  Atlantic  sea  board. 

A  large  amount  of  literature  on  the  subject  of  the  use  of 
shell  by  American  tribes  is  now  available  to  archaeological 
students  (see  Handbook  of  Am.  Indians).  One  of  the  most  in- 
structive of  these  papers,  "The  Use  of  Shells  by  Ontario  In- 
dians," by  W.  J.  Wintemberg,  is  published  in  the  "Annual  Ar- 
chaeological Report,  1907,"  of  that  province. 

Local  Data. 

1.  In  a  paper  written  by  him  l)ut  not  published  Dr.  In- 
crease A.  Lapham  mentions  "a  shell  (Busijcoii  prrvcrsKni) 
found  in  grading  the  streets  in  the  Sixth  Ward,  City  of  Mil- 
waukee. This  specimen  is  I214  inches  long  and  7  inches  wide. 
A  similar  sjieeimen  was  found  many  years  ago  near  Fond  du 
Lac". 
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2.  In  the  12  Annual  Keport  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Eth- 
nology the  finding  of  a  large  sea  shell  in  a  burial  mound  in 
Sheboygan  County  is  described: — "About  2  miles  west  of  this. 
on  a  blutf  overlooking  the  marsh,  was  another  mound  of  simi- 
lar form  and  slightly  larger,  which  had  been  previously  open- 
ed by  Mr.  Hoissen  of  Sheboygan.  It  w^as  found  literally  filled, 
to  the  depth  of  2^2  feet  with  skeletons,  many  of  which  were 
well  preserved  and  evidently  those  of  modern  Indians  as  with 
them  were  the  usual  modern  weapons  and  ornaments.  Beneath 
these  was  a  mass  of  rounded  boulders-  aggregating  several 
wagon  loads,  below  which  were  some  40  or  50  skeletons  in  a 
sitting  posture,  in  a  circle,  aronnd  and  facing  a  large  sea  shell. 
This  specimen,  which  with  the  other  articles  taken'from  this 
mound  is  in  Mr.  Hoissen 's  collection,  measures  21  inches  in 
length  and  29  in  circumference  at  its  greatest  girth  (pp.  93 — 
94).  In  the  catalogue  of  the  Hayssen  collection  the  following 
additional  information  concerning  the  finding  of  this  shell  is 
given: — "In  September,  1877,  Mr.  H.  H.  Hayssen  of  New  Hol- 
stein.  Calumet  county,  and  others  opened  a  large  tumulus,  one 
of  a  series  of  mounds  located  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  H.  Henschel, 
in  the  Towai  of  Kussell,  Sheboygan  County.  In  this  mound  they 
found  the  remains  of  40  skeletons,  together  with  stone  imple- 
ments, trinkets,  etc.  The  most  remarkable  object  found  was 
a  very  large  sea  shell  a  foot  or  more  in  length  of  which  the 
lip  had  been  cut  away  and  which  had  evidently  served  as  a 
drinking  or  cooking  vessel."  This  specimen,  illustrated  in 
Plate  4,  is  now  preserved  in  the  Mihvaukee  Public  Museum. 
The  following  information  concerning  it  is  furnished  to  the 
M-riter  by  Dr.  S.  A.  Barrett,  curator  of  the  department 
of  anthropology :—" This  shell  (No.  10668)  is  19i4  inches 
in  length  and  91^  inches  in  diameter.  The  whole  inside 
of  the  shell  has  been  cut  away  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
point  thus  making  a  very  serviceable  vessel  for  ceremonial  or 
other  purposes."  Dr.  S.  Graenicher  of  the  same  institution  hass 
identified  this  shell  as  a  specimen  of  Fasciolaria  gigantea,  Kie- 
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ner.     This  species  occurs  from  South  Carolina  to  Brazil  and  is 
the  largest  species  o£  snail,  ranging  up  to  two  feet  in  length. 

3.  In  the  Wisconsin  Areheologist  (V.  7,  No.  2,  p.  94)  :\Iessrs. 
A.  B.  Stout  and  H.  L.  Skavleni  mention  the  finding  of  a  cache 
of  three  large  "conch  shells"  which  were  exposed  in  plowing 
by  a  Mr.  Phillips,  about  forty  years  ago.  On  their  "Archaeo- 
logic  Map  of  Late  Koshkonong"  this  cache  is  shown  to  have 
T^een  recovered  in  the  N.  W.  14  of  Section  16,  Summer  Town- 
ship, Jefferson  County.  Mr.  Skavlem  informs  the  writer  that 
it  was  found  on  a  hill  north  of  the  Bussejsnalle  road.  This  site 
is  .'il)out  three  fourths  of  a  mile  northwest  of  the  lake  shore. 

4.  The  same  authors  note  the  finding  in  1842  of  a  similar 
cache  of  shells  on  the  Ogden  farm,  south  of  the  Rock  River, 
near  the  west  line  of  Section  7,  IMilton  Township,  Rock  County. 
This  site  is  just  below  the  foot  of  Lake  Koshkonong.  No  par- 
ticulars concerning  the  species,  size  or  condition  of  these  shells 

is  now  obtainable. 

Mr.  Skavlem  suggests  that  these  shells  may  have  been  some 
of  those  once  owned  by  ^Mrs.  J.  H.  Kinzie  of  Fort  Winnebago, 
and  mentioned  in  "Wau-bun"  (p.  104).  He  says  (p.  95):— 
"What  became  of  Mrs.  Kinzie 's  cabinet  of  sea  shells  when  she 
left  Fort  Winnebago?  Undoubtedly  they  were  presented  to 
her  Indian  friends,  who  probably  cached  some  of  them  at 
White  Crow's  village  and  others  at  the  foot  of  the  lake,  on 
the  Ogden  farm." 

5.  In  the  Walsh  museum,  in  Lawrence  University,  at  Apple- 
ton,  is  a  large  sea  shell '(Pyrula  sp.)  which  was  found  "on 
Adam  Boyd's  farm  on  the  eastern  (Calumet  County)  shore  of 
Lake  Winnebago."    It  is  cut  along  the  lip. 

6.  Tlie  following  information  was  imparted  to  the  writer  by 
Mr.  Frank  INI.  Benedict  of  AVaupaca.  A  cache  consisting  of 
the  columellas  and  whorls  of  two  very  much  decomposed 
Busycon  shells  of  the  largest  size  was  found  at  a  depth  of  about 
2  feet  beneath  the  roots  of  a  large  oak  stump  located  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  highway  leading  west  and  southwestward 
from  the  western  margin  of  Shadow  Lake,  on  the  central  south- 


WISCONSIN   ARCHKOLOCilST.  Vol.  12.  No   2 


ern  side  of  the  S.  E.  ^4,  S.  W.  i/4  of  Section  30,  Waupaca  Town- 
ship, AVaupaca  County.  The  exact  location  was  on  the  brow 
of  a  hill  at  the  angle  of  the  road  and  one-eighth  mile  west  of 
the  lake."     (See  note  on  page  6-4.) 

7.  Mr.  Benedict  also  furnished  information  concerning  the 
finding  of  other  large  sea  shells  in  Portage  County: — "Dur- 
ing July,  1903,  while  digging  a  basement  for  a  barn  on  the  F, 
D.  Turner  farm,  in  Belmont  Township,  three  Busycon  shells 
were  found  beneath  the  sand  and  gravel  at  a  depth  of  3  feet 
below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  One  was  badly  broken  and 
decomposed.  With  them  three  skeletons,  more  or  less  complete 
were  found.  Five  other  shells  of  the  same  kind  were  found 
here  by  Mr.  Turner  in  plowing  over  some  mounds  years  ago. 
]Mr.  W.  W.  Radley  of  Rural  has  in  his  collection  the  columella 
of  another  picked  up  on  these  fields  in  1901." 

8.  In  the  State  Historical  ^luseum.  at  ^Madison,  is  a  shell  Avhich. 
was  found  in  December,  1868,  by  !Mr.  Theodore  Enel,  in  a  crev- 
ice in  a  limestone  ledge  about  one  mile  east  of  Lake  Winnebago, 
in  Taycheedah  Township,  Fond  du  Lac  County.  (Plate  6)  This 
shell  was  presented  to  the  museum  by  Mr.  John  Peacock.  A  por- 
tion of  the  apex  of  its  spire  has  been  cut  away,  and  near  the  ex- 
tremity of  its  canal  a  small  hole  has  been  drilled.  A  large  holo 
has  been  broken  through  the  side  of  the  shell  by  its  finder  or 
others,  since  its  recovery.  The  present  length  of  this  specimen  is 
about  11%  inches.  Mr.  Frank  P.  Baker,  curator  of  the  Chicago 
Academy  of  Sciences,  the  well  known  conchologist,  has  identi- 
fied this  shell  as  "a  marine  conch,  known  as  Fulgur  prcvcrsus. 

9.  A  shell  vessel  in  the  collection  of  ]\Ir.  G.  M.  Brugger  of 
Fond  du  Lac  was  found  during  the  month  of  August,  1909,  by 
William  Oalke  while  digging  a  basement  for  a  house  on  the  Ma- 
thew  Michels  farm,  near  Peebles,  in  Section  20,  Taycheedah 
Township,  Fond  du  Lac  County.  INIr.  Brugger  states  that  it 
was  found  in  a  gravel  knoll  at  a  depth  of  between  three  and 
four  feet  beneath  the  surface.  Mr.  Michels  furnished  to  the 
writer  (July  31,  1909)  the  following  not^s  concerning  its  re- 
covery:    "While  removing  with  plow  and  scraper  the   earth 


SHELL  VESSEL 
G.  M.  Bi-ugger  Collection 


Plate  5 


The  ( »icm'renee  of  Mariue  Shells  on  Indian  Sites  in  Wis<i)nsin.  59 

from  an  excavation  for  the  foundation  of  a  building  an  Indian 
burial  place  was  distjirbed  and  about  twelve  skeletons  re- 
moved. These  were  buried  ly^  feet  deep  and  laid  in  every 
direction,  some  face  up,  and  others  face  down,  and  in  one  place 
there  must  have  been  at  least  four  in  one  hole,  and  the  skele- 
tons laid  as  if  they  must  have  been  doubled  up  when  buried. 
Only  a  large  sea  shell  about  10  inches  in  diameter  was  found 
with  these  burials." 

^leasurements  made  by  the  writer  show  this  shell  to  be  11"^4 
inches  in  length.  Its  width  across  its  widest  portion  is  9 
inches.  A  large  portion  of  the  side  of  this  shell  (nearest  the 
lip)  and  of  the  lip  has  been  cut  away.  At  its  widest  part  the 
opening  thus  made  measures  7-".s  inches  in  width.  The  eoliun- 
ella  has  also  been  completely  removed.  At  the  time  of  the 
tinding  of  this  shell,  or  before  it  came  into  the  possession  of  ]Mr. 
Brugger.  a  considerable  portion  of  the  top  of  the  shell  was 
broken  away. 

This  specimen  is  figured  in  Plate  5. 

10.  Mr.  Brugger  is  the  possessor  of  another  large  shell  (see 
Plate  6),  a  specimen  of  Ftdgur  perversus.  This  was  found 
by  Mr.  Jacob  Landolft",  Jr.,  on  his  father's  farm,  in  Section  20, 
about  one-half  mile  southv/est  of  the  locality  from  which  the 
shell  vessel  was  recovered.  This  was  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
1909.  It  was  found  on  the  surface  of  a  boggy  knoll  from  which 
it  was  probably  heaved  out  by  the  frost.  Its  length  is  twelve 
inches.  An  oval  hole  having  diameters  of  about  one-half  by 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  has  been  cut  through  the  side  of  the 
shell,  near  the  top.  It  is  within  li/4  inches  of  the  edge  of  the 
lip  and  Avithin  :]  inches  of  the  apex  of  the  spire.  Its  edges  are 
worn,  this  and  its  position  suggesting  that  it  may  have  been 
employed  in  suspending  the  shell. 

11.  ]\Ir.  Brugger  has  furnished  the  information  that  anotlier 
shell,  similar  to  that  just  described,  was  found  on  land  owned 
by  a  ]\Irs.  Brush,  in  the  southern  part  of  Section  29,  or  on  Sec- 
tion 32,  Tayeheedah  Township.  ]\Ir.  ]\Iullen  informed  Mr. 
Brugger  that  this  shell  was  found  in  a  crevice  in  the  limestone 
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rock  at  a  depth  of  about  four  feet  beneath  the  surface  of  the 
soil.  This  shell  has  a  hole  in  its  side  in  about  the  same  posi- 
tion as  that  in  Mr.  Brugger  's  specimen.  A  small  hole  has  also 
been  drilled  into  the  apex.  Some  pieces  have  also  been  broken 
out  of  the  top  of  this  shell. 

12.  Mr.  J.  P.  Schumacher  states  that  a  large  sea  shell  was 
found  by  a  Mr.  Husin  in  a  mound  on  his  farm  on  the  shore  of 
Green  Bay,  at  a  distance  of  about  one  mile  south  of  Red  Banks, 
in  Brown  County. 

13.  Mr.  C.  T.  Olen  of  Oshkosh  has  a  fragment  of  a  shell  which 
was  found  in  a  mound  on  the  Lesl}-  farm,  on  the  east  shore  of 
Lake  Winneconne,  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Winneconne, 
AVinnebago  County. 

14.  Mr.  S.  D.  ]Mitchell  informs  the  author  of  the  finding  of 
four  large  marine  shells  on  the  Kohler  place,  in  the  S.  E.  corner 
of  Section  3,  Green  Lake  Township,  Green  Lake  County.  They 
were  disturbed  in  plowing  the  prairie  soil.  Mr.  ]\Iitchell  has 
in  his  collection  several  small  shells  and  portions  of  larger  shells 
which  were  recovered  from  Indian  camp  sites  in  Green  Lake 
County. 

15.  Mr.  Geo.  R.  Fox  states  that  a  sea  shell  was  recovered  from 
an  Indian  site  at  Shawano  Lake,  in  Shawano  County. 

Shell  Ornaments 

Ornaments  made  of  the  sides  or  columns  of  marine  shells,  and 
portions  of  shells  probably  intended  for  such  use,  are  occasion- 
ally found  in  Wisconsin.  In  the  collection  of  Mr.  Frank  J. 
Lee,  at  ^Milton  is  the  columella  of  a  marine  shell  which  was 
found  with  the  cache  disinterred  in  Section  16,  in  Sumner 
Township,  Jefferson  County,  on  the  west  shore  of  Lake  Kosh- 
konong.  This  measures  about  ll^/s  inches  in  length.  A  pen- 
dant made  from  the  columella  of  another  shell  found  in  the 
state  park  (former  Robert  Glenn  place),  at  Wyalusing,  Grant 
County,  is  irregularly  cylindrical  in  form  and  measures  about 
9  inches  in  length.  It  is  perforated  at  both  extremities.  In 
the  collection  of  :\Ir.  G.  ^I.  Brugger  are  two  cylindrical  shell 
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beads,  one  of  which  is  about  41/2  and  the  other  about  o\i  inches 
in  length.  These  were  found  in  a))out  the  year  1878  by  Mr. 
Ezra  Peebles  and  a  Mr.  Brush  in  digging  a  basement  for  a 
barn,  on  the  Peebles  farm,  in  the  SE.  i/4  of  the  NW.  14  of  Sec- 
tion 32,  Taycheedah  Township,  Fond  du  Lac  County.  This  was 
an  Indian  burial  place,  human  bones,  several  flint  spearpoints 
and  about  one  dozen  shell  beads  of  the  character  just  described 
being  disturbed  at  this  time. 

VlV.  Henry  P.  Hamilton  has  iwo  similar  specimens.  The 
smaller  measures  about  3-)4  inches  long  and  is  perforated  at 
one  extremity.     The  other  is  about  51/2  inches  long. 

Mr.  S.  D.  Mitchell  has  several  shell  pendants  found  on  Indian 
sites  in  Green  Lake  County. 

Mr.  P.  V.  Lawson  has  a  pendant  found  by  himself  in  a  plowed 
field  on  Dr.  Wood's  place  at  Pipe  Lal^e,  Waupaca  County.  In- 
dications of  a  stone  age  camp  or  village  site  exist  on  this  place. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Schumacher  reports  the  finding  by  Mr.  Jerome  North, 
some  twenty  years  ago,  on  the  Green  Bay  shore,  tAvo  miles  south 
of  Point  Au  Sauble,  in  Section  23,  Scott  Township,  Brown 
County,  of  two  ear  ornaments  having  circular  disks  and  small 
stems,  which  were  made  of  parts  of  a  sea  shell.  A  similar  orna- 
ment was  found  at  Red  Banks. 

A  shell  bead  in  the  State  Historical  Museum  collections  was 
found  in  Coop's  gravel  pit  in  Menasha  Township,  Winnebago 
County.  This  specimen  is  elliptical  in  form  and  is  drilled 
through  from  end  to  end.  Its  length  is  2%  and  its  width  near 
the  middle  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch. 

Disk-shaped  beads  made  from  marine  shells  have  frequently 
been  found  in  mounds  and  on  Indian  village  sites  in  the  state. 
Many  have  been  found  on  the  site  of  the  enclosure  at  Aztalan. 
In  the  exploration  of  a  mound  at  Borcher's  Beach,  on  the 
north  shore  of  Lake  ]\Iendota  a  large  number  of  specimens  of 
a  small  sea  shell  (MargineUa  apicina)  were  found  with  a 
skeleton.  The  apices  of  these  had  been  ground  or  cut  off  to 
permit  of  their  being  strung  in  a  necklace  or  girdle.  Some  of 
these  are  in  the  State  Historical  ^Museum.     Mr.  Horace  Beach 
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has  mentioned   the  finding  of  twelve  large   shell  beads   in  a 
mound   at    AVyalusing,    Grant   County.     (Sm.    Rep.    1S7:\ 
429). 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  these  articles  made  from 
marine  shells  is  an  engraved  gorget,  now  in  the  cabinet  of  ]\Ir. 
Brugger.  This  unique  specimen  is  the  only  one  of  its  c] 
known  to  have  been  recovered  in  this  state.  It  was  found 
about  twelve  years  ago  by  school  children  while  at  play  in  a 
gravel  pit  near  the  schoolhouse  in  the  NW.  1/4  of  the  NE.  i^ 
of  Section  20,  Taycheedah  Township,  Fond  du  Lac  County. 
This  locality  is  near  Peebles,  on  the  lake  shore  road  to  Fond 
du  Lac.  Harrison  Shaver,  a  school  boy,  took  the  specimen 
home  ^yitll  him. 

This  specimen  comparison  shows  to  have  been  made  from 
a  portion  of  the  side  of  a  specimen  of  Fulgur  perversus.  It 
is  somewhat  triangular  in  outline.  The  length  is  2^/4  inches 
and  the  greatest  width  S^^  inches.  Near  the  upper  edge  of 
the  gorget  are  two  small  perforations.  These  are  1^4  inches 
apart  and  Avithin  about  Y^  inch  of  the  edge.  An  idea  of  the 
character  of  the  ornamentation  can  be  obtained  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  Frontispiece.  The  character  of  this  eugrav- 
'ing  indicates  that  this  specimen  was  brought  to  Wisconsin  from 
the  South,  prol)ably  from  some  district  in  the  ^liddle  ^Mississippi 
Valley. 

In  the  collection  of  ]Mr.  C.  T.  Olen  is  another  shell 
gorget  which  was  obtained  from  the  mound  knoMii  as 
the  "Hill  of  the  Dead"  on  the  west  shore  of  Little  Butte  des 
Morts  Lake,  in  AVinnebago  County.  This  specimen  was  ob- 
tained by  one  of  the  workmen  when  the  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  lev- 
eled this  mound.  This  is  made  of  a  portion  of  a  marine  shell. 
It  is  pear-shaped  in  form,  about  714  inches  in  length,  its  ex- 
treme width  being  about  41.4  inches.  It  has  four,  .perfora- 
tions, one  at  either  extremity  and  two  in  a  line  between  these. 

]\Iembers  of  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society  are  re- 
quested to  call  the  writer's  attention  to  the  presence  of  other 
marine  shells  and  shell  ornaments  found  in  the  state,  in  order 
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that  a  future  record  of  these  may  be  published.  The  author 
is  especially  indebted  to  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Brugger  for  assistance 
in  providing  information  of  a  helpful  nature. 
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Note.— A  photograph,  presented  by  :\Ir.  Benedict,  of  the  two 
shells  found  in  the  Shadow  Lake  cache  is  in  the  State  Histor- 
ical Library.  Of  one  shell  the  columella  and  a  portion  of  tlie 
outer  part  was  found.  This  shell  measured  11%  inches  in 
length.  The  tip  of  the  spire  of  the  other  sliell  had  been  cut 
or  broken  off.  An  irregular  hoh-  had  ])een  broken  into  its  sid;\ 
The  columella  had  been  removed.  This  shell  measured  about 
9%  inches  in  length,  and  was  about  6  inches  wide  at  its  widest 
part. 
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THE  AVEST  COLLECTIOxV  OF  ABORIGINAL 

PIPES 


Mr.  George  A.  AVest  has  presented  to  the  Milwaukee  Public 
Museum  his  collection  of  Indian  pipes.  This  collection  con- 
sists, according  to  its  late  owner,  of  about  600  specimens, 
nearly  400  of  which  were  obtained  from  aboriginal  village 
sites,  graves  and  mounds  in  "Wisconsin.  In  it  such  well-known 
classes  of  pipes  as  the  Siouan,  monitor,  ]\[icmae.  effigy,  disk, 
tube,  rectangular,  handled,  tomahawk  and  pebble  are  repre- 
sented by  numerous  examples.  There  are  in  the  collection 
also  many  other  specimens  of  rare  and  unusual  forms. 

The  tlrst  Indian  pipe  ever  owned  by  ]\Ir.  West  came  into  his 
possession  about  forty  yeavs  ago.  At  the  time  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Wisconsin  Archeolgical  Society  in  1901,  Mr.  "West 
undertook  the  assembling  of  a  pipe  collection,  a  task  requiring 
an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  subject  and  the  expenditure  of 
a  large  sum  of  money.  At  that  time  many  spurious  pipes  were 
offered  for  sale  to  the  collector  by  dealers  and  others,  and  re- 
jected b}^  him. 

In  1905  he  published  under  the  auspices  of  the  Wisconsin 
Archeological  Society,  a  monograph  entitled  "The  Aboriginal 
Pipes  of  Wisconsin,"  which  has  had  a  very  wide  circulation 
and  proved  helpful  to  hundreds  af  students  of  American  arch- 
aeology. 

Mr.  West  recently  refused  an  offer  of  $5,000.00  for  this  col- 
lection Avhich  is  estimated  to  be  w^orth  about  $8,000.00.  This 
collection  is  now  being  mounted  and  labeled  and  will  soon  be 
placed  on  exhibition  in  the  museum.  The  other  pipes  in  the 
museum  will  be  added  to  it,  thus  placing  at  the  convenience  of 
Wisconsin  and  other  archaeologists  one  of  the  best  collections 
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of  aboriginal  pipes  in  the  United  States.  In  the  agreement 
made  by  its  owner  with  the  museum  board  it  is  stipulated 
that  this  collection  shall  remain  on  permanent  exhibition  and 
shall  forever  bear  the  title  "The  G.  A.  West  Collection  of 
Aboriginal  Pipes."  In  thus  generously  presenting  to  the  public 
during  his  life-time  his  valuable  collection  its  late  owner  has  fol- 
lowed the  examples  of  :\Ir.  W.  P.  Clarke,  the  late  :Mr.  E.  11. 
Stiles,  and  of  other  members  of  the  Society  who  have  in  recent 
years  presented  their  collections  to  educational  institutions  in 
this  state. 

The  Society  hopes  soon  to  be  able  to  announce  the  gift  of 
other  archaeological  collections  to  Wisconsin  museums. 


THE  STATE  HISTORICAL  MUSEUM 

The  construction  of  about  fifty  additional  wall  and  table 
cases  for  the  State  Historical  ]\Iuseum,  at  IMadisou,  will  enable 
that  institution  to  place  on  public  exhibition  a  large  amount 
of  archeological  and  historical  material  now  in  storage.  The 
new  wing  of  the  State  Historical  Lil)rary  building,  now  Hear- 
ing completion,  will  provide  an  office,  storeroom  and  labora- 
tory, and  another  large  exhibition  hall.  The  latter  will  be 
used  largely  for  the  making  of  special  historical  exhibitions 
Many  University  classes  and  schools  now  receive  instruction  in 
the  museum. 
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ARCHEOLOGICAL  NOTES 


Archaeological  students  everywhere  will  greatly  regret  to  learn  of  the 
retirement  because  of  continued  ill  health  of  Mr.  Allen  Jesse  Reynolds, 
the  very  active  secretary  of  the  International  Association  of  Archaeolo- 
gists. During  his  several  years  service  with  this  association,  Mr.  Rey- 
holds  has  by  his  intelligent  labors  as  its  secretary  and  as  editor  of  "The 
Archaeological  Bulletin,"  won  the  respect  and  deserved  the  gratitude  of 
his  fellow-workers  in  this  field. 

During  the  months  of  July  and  August  the  Society's  field-workers 
have  been  busily  engaged  in  several  sections  of  the  state.  Mr.  George 
H.  Squier  has  been  conducting  researches  in  Pierce  and  Pepin  counties; 
Mr.  J.  P.  Schumacher  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Titus  in  Portage,  and  along  the 
Wisconsin  River,  in  Marathon,  Lincoln  and  Oneida  counties,  and  Mr. 
A.  0.  Barton,  Mr.  R.  W.  Winterbotham  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Brown  in  southern 
Grant  County.  Mr.  George  R.  Pox  and  Mr.  H.  O.  Younger  have  been 
engaged  in  work  in  Winnebago,  Outagamie "  and  Waupaca  counties. 
Prof.  Ira  M.  Buell  has  found  Juneau  County  a  rich  and  much  neglected 
field.  W.  W.  Gilman  has  rendered  good  service  in  Rusk  and  Mr.  G.  A.  West 
in  Oneida  County.  Mr.  J.  P.  Schumacher  is  now  in  the  field  in  Door 
county.  Mr.  Geo.  R.  Fox  and  the  Messrs.  Frank  and  H.  O.  Younger  are 
leaving  to  undertake  necessary  work  along  the  Menomonee  River  in 
Marinette  County.  Mr.  J.  H.  Glaser  will  be  engaged  in  the  valley  of 
the  Embarass  River,  in  Outagamie  County.  Mr.  H.  E.  Cole  and  Mr. 
H.  A.  Smythe  will  undertake  researches  in  Adams  County. 

On  July  5,  an  excursion  of  summer  session  students  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin  was  conducted  under  the  direction  of  Charles  E. 
Brown,  chief  of  the  State  Historical  Museum.  For  this  pilgrimage  a 
steamer  was  chartered  by  the  University.  Visits  were  made  to  the  fine 
groups  of  Indian  effigy,  linear  and  burial  mounds,  plots  of  Indian  corn- 
hills  and  other  archaeological  and  historical  features  at  Mendota,  Mor- 
ris Park  and  Merrill  Springs,  at  which  places  short  talks  were  given. 
Copies  of  an  explanatory  circular  were  also  distributed  among  the  par- 
ticipants, who  represented  about  twenty  different  states.  These  ex- 
cursions, the  first  of  which  was  conducted  by  the  Madison  members  of 
the  Wisconsin  Archaeological  Society  in  1911,  have  now  become  a  regu- 
lar feature  of  the  University  summer  program.  They  have  done  very 
much  to  increase  the  interest  of  Madison  people  in  the  protection  of 
the  Indian  earthworks  about  the  local  lakes.  The  numerous  teachers- 
who  attend  the  summer  session  are  thus  also  encouraged  to  promote- 
the  preservation  of  Indian  monuments  in  their  home  states. 
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A  visi-tor  at  Madison  during  the  month  of  July  was  Dr.  William  H. 
Holmes,  director  of  the  U.  S.  National  Museum,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
While  visiting  with  Mr.  Charles  E.  Brown  at  the  State  Historical  Mu- 
seum, Dr.  Holmes  highly  complimented  the  Wisconsin  Archaeological 
Society  on  its  work  in  this  state.  From  Madison  Dr.  Holmes  went  to 
Milwaukee  where  he  visited  the  Public  Museum.  It  is  a  matter  of  re- 
gret to  Wisconsin  archaeologists  that  the  d'istinguished  visitor  could 
not  make  a  longer  stay  in  the  state. 

The  Nebraska  State  Legislature  has  enacted  a  state  law  making  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  fraudulent  archaeological  objects  an  offense 
punishable  by  fine  or  Imprisonment,  or  both.  This  law  was  adopted  at 
the  request  of  the  noted  American  archaeologist.  Mr.  Robert  F.  Gilder 
of  Omaha,  and  received  the  support  of  the  archaeological  students  and 
educational  institutions  of  that  state.  It  is  a  copy  of  the  model  law  of 
this  character  enacted  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin  in  1911.  In  an  article 
published  in  the  Omaha  '^Sunday  World-Herald,"  of  July  27,  Mr.  Gilder 
gives  aji  account  of  the  manufacture  and  traffic  in  forged  archaeological 
objects  during  recent  years  in  Minnesota,  Virginia,  Michigan,  Missouri 
and  other  states.  "Even  in  Wyoming,  where  millions  of  points  can  be 
found  today,  sheep  herders  and  others  are  making  and  selling  stone 
arrowpoints  all  over  the  country,  but  principally  to  tourists.  I  remem- 
ber seeing  on  one  of  my  trips  a  rockery  in  a  ranch  yard  made  up  en- 
tirely of  "fake"  stone  axes  and  hammers,  some  grooved  and  others  un- 
grooved.  They  were  made  of  the  Arikara  sandstone  common  to  the 
neighborhood."  It  is  the  hope  of  all  students  of  American  archaeology 
that  laws  similar  to  those  now  in  force  in  Wisconsin  and  Nebraska  will 
soon  be  enacted  in  other  states  and  especially  in  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Vir- 
ginia, Indiana,  Michigan  and  California  where  forgers  of  and  dealers 
in  archaeological  objects  have  long  been  permitted  to  ply  their  trade 
without  molestation,  to  the  detriment  of  collectors  and  educational  in- 
stitutions in  these  and  other  states. 

In  the  July  issue  cf  the  Wisconsin  Alumni  Magazine  an  account  is 
given  of  "The  Calumet  Cerem.ony"  as  presented  by  the  graduating  class 
of  the  University  of  AVisconsin  during  this  year's  Commencement  pro- 
gram. This  ceremony,  which  revives  a  very  old  custom  of  the  AViscon- 
sin Indian  tribes,  was  arranged  and  conducted  under  the  personal  super- 
vision of  Secretary  Charles  E.  Brown.  Recognizing  the  "pipe  of  peace" 
function  as  given  by  previous  classes  to  have  been  a  more  or  less  color- 
less and  uninteresting  affair  an  effort  was  made,  by  properly  staging, 
costuming  and  adding  to  its  features"  to  invest  this  ceremony' with  real 
dignity  and  historical  interest.  The  result  was  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  several  thousand  alumni  and  friends  who  witnessed  its  presen- 
tation. 

The  ceremony  took  place  on  Tuesday,  June  17,  at  11  p.  m.  within  an 
Indian  dance  circle,  eighty  feet  in  diameter,  outlined  with  pine  boughs 
on  the  lower  University  campus.  It  consisted  of  two  principal  parts, 
the  presentation  of  the  calumet,  or  great  pipe;  and  of  the  calumet 
dance  and  singing  of  the  calumet  song,  or  chant.  The  participants  in 
this  impressive  ceremony  were  the  members  of  the  classes  of  1913  and 
1914.  the  principal  addresses  being  delivered  by  the  orators  of  these 
classes  and  by  a  prominent  alumnus.     The  calumet  dance  was  given  and 
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the  calunift  song  sung  by  thirty  young  ladies  of  the  graduating  class. 
The  costumes  of  all  of  the  participants  were  copied  from  those  form- 
erly worn  by  the  forest  tribes  of  Wisconsin.  These  added  very  greatly 
to  the  attractiveness  of  the  ceremony. 

In  the  early  days  of  our  state's  history  no  greater  honor  could  be 
conferred  upon  a  stranger  than  to  have  the  calumet  sung  (presented) 
to  him.  Nicholas  Perrot,  'the  brave  and  resourceful  commandant  of  the 
French  in  the  West,  and  other  men  of  prominence  during  the  French 
regime,  were  thus  honored  by  Wisconsin  tribes. 

The  calumet  ceremony  now  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  and  Impressive  of  the  graduation  festivities  of  the  Uni- 
versity. 

At  the  requpst  of  the  Chic  State  Archaeological  and  Historical  Soc- 
iety the  General  Assembly  of  that  State  has  enacted  the  following  law 
to  permit  incorporated  associations  to  acquire  prehistoric  monuments 
and  sites. 

Section  1.  Any  incorporated  association  or  society  maintained  by 
and  operating  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  having  for  its 
purpose  the  preservation  of  prehistoric  monuments  or  the  exploration 
or  examination  of  such  prehistoric  monuments  with  a  view  of  collect- 
ing and  preserving  relics  or  artifacts  found  in  such  monuments,  for 
educational  and  scientific  purposes  and  for  the  use  and  benefits  of  the 
public  by  being  permanently  placed  in  a  state  museum,  may  acquire 
and  hold  any  real-estate  in  the  state  of  Ohio  which  is  the  site  of  an 
prehistoric  mound,  earth  or  stone  works  or  prehistoric  village  site. 
In  the  event  that  such  incorporated  association  or  society  seeking  to 
acquire  such  real-estate  and  any  owner  of  such  real-estate  sought  to  be 
acquired  are  unable  to  agree  upon  the  price  to  be  paid  for  acquiring 
or  holding  of  the  real-estate  desired,  such  association  or  society  may 
acquire  such  real-estate  by  proceedings  in  a  proper  court  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law  for  the  appropriation  of  private  property  by  a  munici- 
pal corporation  of  the  state. 

During  commencement  week  the  members  of  the  class  of  1888  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  erected  upon  the  grounds  of  that  institution 
a  stone  monument  bearing  a  bronze  tablet  to  commemorate  the  retreat 
over  them  of  the  noted  Indian  chief,  Black  Hawk.  The  legend  reads  as 
follows : 

Black  Hawk,  Sauk  Chief 
Retreated  Through  These  Grounds, 

July  21,  1832 
Pursued  by  Militia  and  U.  S.  Regulars. 
Placed  by 
The  Class  of  1888,  U.  W. 
June  17,  1913. 
This  memorial  was  erected  by  the  class  at  the  suggestion    of  the  Wis- 
consin  Archeological   Society.     It  is   the  desire   of  the  Society  to   en- 
courage the  placing  of  other     markers  along  the  trail  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  misguided  chief  and  his  little  band  of  warriors  and  their 
families  in  their  memorable  retreat  from  Illinois  across  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  to  the  Mississippi  River.     Monuments  should  be  erected  on 
the  battlefields  of  Wisconsin  Heights  and  Bad  Axe. 
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New  members  of  the  Society  are  Dr.  A.  F.  Heising,  Menomonie;  Mr. 
W.  A.  Zuelke,  Mr.  H.  W.  Abraham  and  Mr.  Frank  Younger,  Appleton; 
Mr.  Geo.  L.  Boundey,  Camp  Douglas;  Mr.  Charles  G.  Schoewe,  Milwau- 
kee; Mr.  Edwin  C.  Tagatz,  Neshkoro.  Miss  Julia  A.  Lunn,  Beloit  ond 
Mr.  E.  R.  Mclntyre  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Winterbotham,  Madison. 

Dr.  N.  T.  Winchell  of  St.  Paul.  Minn.,  Is  the  author  of  a  new  1x»ok, 
"The  Weathering  of  Stone  Artifacts",  "A  Consideration  of  the  Paleo- 
liths  of  Kansas."  This  work  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  students. 
It  is  published  by  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society  and  is  finely  illus- 
trated with  20  figures  and  19  halftone  plates.  In  this  book  chapters 
are  devoted  to  a  consideration  of  the  paleoliths  of  Kansas,  cultural 
stages  of  stone  chipping  correlated  with  glacial  stages,  early  man  and 
his  contemporary  fauna  in  Kansas,  critical  working*  observations  on 
some  Kansas  specimens,  early  paleolithic  and  early  neolithic  chipping 
on  the  same  specimen,  and  classification  of  Kansas  artifacts  by  culture 
stages.  The  author  deplores  the  small  amount  of  attention  which  has 
been  given  by  American  archaeologists  to  studies  of  the  relative  ages 
of  local  artifacts. 

A  recent  publication  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology,  "Early 
Man  in  South  America,"  contains  interesting  chapters  by  Hrdlicka, 
Holmes,  Willis.  Wright  and  Fenner.  Members  of  the  Society  are  urged 
to  secure  copies  for  their  libraries. 

The  New  York  State  Museum  has  recently  published,  at  Albany.  "The 
Code  of  Handsome  Lake,  the  Seneca  Prophet,"  of  which  Mr.  Arthur 
C.  Parker,  state  archaeologist  is  the  preparator.  It  purports  to  be  "an 
exact  exposition  of  the  precepts  he  taught  during  a  term  of  sixteen 
years,  ending  with  his  death  in  1815." 

A  recent  publication  of  the  Michigan  Geological  and  Biological  Survey 
contains  "Memoranda  Towards  a  Bibliography  of  the  Archaeology  of 
Michigan",  assembled  by  Mr.  Harlan  I.  Smith. 
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STATE  LAWS 


THE  MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OP  FRAUDULENT 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL  SPECIMENS 

The  people  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  1.  There  Is  added  to  the  statutes  a  new  section  to  read: 
Section  4454m.  The  reproduction  or  forgery  of  any  archeological  ob- 
ject which  derives  value  from  its  antiquity,  or  the  making  of  any  ob- 
ject whether  copied  or  not,  with  intent  to  represent  the  same  to  be  the 
original  and  genuine,  with  intent  to  deceive  or  offer  any  such  object 
for  sale  or  exchange,  representing  the  same  to  be  the  original  and  genu- 
ine, or  knowingly  having  possession  of  any  such  reproduced  or  forged 
objects  with  intent  to  offer  the  same  as  original  and  genuine,  is  hereby 
df^clared  to  be  a  misdemeanor,  and  any  person  convicted  thereof  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  not  more  than  ninety 
days  or,  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 


THE  DESTRUCTION  OP  INDIAN  REMAINS  ON  STATE 
PROPERTIES 

Section  1.  There  are  added  to  the  statutes  three  new  sections  to 
read:  Section  4442m.  It  shall  bo  unlawful  except  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided to  destroy,  deface,  mutilate,  injure,  or  remove  any  Indian  burial, 
linear  or  effigy  mounds,  enclosures,  cemeteries,  graves,  plots  of  cornhills, 
garden  beds,  boulder  circles,  pictograph  rocks,  caches,  shell  or  refuse 
heaps,  spirit  stones  or  manitou  rocks,  boulder  mortars,  grindstone  rocks, 
or  other  prehistoric  or  historic  Indian  remains  located  upon  the  public 
lands,  state  parks,  forest  reserves,  lands  of  state  educational  or  other 
state  institutions,  or  upon  other  lands  or  properties  belonging  to  the 
state;  provided,  however,  that  the  board,  commission,  or  other  state 
officer  or  officers  having  control  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  the 
lands  or  properties  upon  which  they,  or  any  of  them,  are  situated  may 
grant  to  state,  county,  municipal  or  national  educational  institutions, 
or  regularly  organized  archeological  or  historical  societies,  permission 
to  explore  or  investigate  for  educational  or  scientific  purposes. 

Section  4442n.  The  state  park  board  is  authorized  to  grant  permis- 
sion to  remove  or  destroy  any  of  the  prehistoric  or  historic  remains 
herein  enumerated  whenever  said  board  shall  deem  such  removal  or 
destruction  necessary. 

Section  4412o.  Any  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  section 
4442m  of  the  statutes  shall  be  dcerr^ed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and 
upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten 
dollars  nor  move  than  one  hundred  dollars  or  imprisonment  in  the 
county  jail  for  net  more  than  ninety  days  or  by  both  suoh  fine  and  Im- 
'.Tisonment. 


